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amount of data pulls the author in several directions and inhibits her from 
deriving forthright and specific conclusions. It is almost as though it was too 
much to handle; every lead had to be followed, every symbol analyzed. It 
attempts to penetrate the subjective meanings of prayerful people. The result 
is an absorbing and excellent speculative treatise in social psychology rather 
than a sociological analysis of cultural patterns, group relations, and structures. 
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